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one in use previous to the restoration of Henry VI. It
is the last one to appear on a ryal or its parts, and the
fact that at the restoration an indenture was actually
made with Sir Eichard Tonstall, providing for the coinage
of nobles weighing 120 grains to Tbe current for Ws. (the
weight and value of Edward's ryals), proves, I think, that
the ryals were being coined up to this time. There are
(in silver) three varieties of the cross fitchee mint-mark.
The first has the cross plain and rather pattee, and
with a sharp pointed tail, which on the groats usually
keeps within the inner circle of the legend; or nearly so
[PL XV. 1], These coins have trefoils at the sides of the
bust. The second variety has the cross rather larger
and pierced in the centre, while the tail is not so
sharply pointed, but is longer and usually goes well
beyond the inner circle of the legend [PL XV. 15],
These coins are without the trefoils at the sides of
the bust. The third variety has not, I think, so far
received the attention it deserves, even if in a general
way it has been noticed at all. It has been usually
classed as a cross pierced, and the coins with it have
been very frequently confused with the real cross pierced,
which is one of the latest mint-marks of this reign.
The cross fitchee in question is exactly the same as the
second variety, excepting that the tail is cut short, so
that it never goes beyond the inner circle of the legend.
It is also, on groats at least, found on both sides of the
coin, and never with the sun, as in the case of the first
and second varieties. I believe that these two latter
varieties preceded the restoration of Henry VI, and that
the second variety was in use up to that date at the
London Mint. The third variety I believe to have been
used during and after the restoration period. This